
 

 

Doha Film Festival Showcases Powerful Arab Voices to Inspire 
Global Audiences 

 
Doha, Qatar; October 15, 2025: Doha Film Institute (DFI) reaffirms its commitment to 
championing Arab talent with a powerful showcase of stories and bold new voices from the 
region at the upcoming Doha Film Festival (DFF).  

The festival’s International Feature Film Competition features the evocative The President’s 
Cake and My Father and Qaddafi, reflecting the diversity and vitality of cinema from the 
Arab world and its growing global influence, and ‘Sounds of Saudi’, will take audiences on a 
musical journey with emerging regional talent, offering an authentic glimpse into their 
cultural richness, creativity and artistry.  

For 15 years, DFI has played a transformative role in supporting filmmakers from the Arab 
world—funding, nurturing, and promoting their work on some of the world’s most prestigious 
platforms. DFF continues this mission by offering a dynamic space where artists can share 
their perspectives, challenge narratives, and connect with the global community.  

Fatma Hassan Alremaihi, Festival Director and CEO of DFI, said: “Storytelling has always 
been the heartbeat of Arab culture, a way of preserving memory, sharing wisdom, and 
building connection. The Institute is a driving force behind a golden age of Arab cinema, 
championing voices that are shaping the world’s artistic future.  Our stories carry the weight 
of history and the promise of the future, and we are excited for audiences at Doha Film 
Festival to connect with the beauty, complexity and strength of our identity.” 

Arab stories showcased at DFF this year reflects the evolving identity of the region’s cinema, 
from deeply personal reflections to bold artistic explorations. As a cultural catalyst for 
meaningful exchange through shared artistic experiences, DFF continues to shape a more 
inclusive global film landscape where Arab perspectives are seen, heard, and recognised 

Arab films in the International Feature Film Competition include:  

• ‘The President’s Cake’ (Iraq/USA/Qatar) by Hasan Hadi narrates the story of nine-
year-old Lamia, who must use her wits to gather ingredients for the mandatory cake 
to celebrate President Saddam Hussein’s birthday.  

• ‘My Father and Qaddafi’ (Libya/Lebanon/Qatar) by Jihan K, chronicles a daughter’s 
quest to uncover the truth behind the disappearance of her father, a peaceful 
opposition leader to Qaddafi, piecing together her mother's 19-year search for him.  



 

The International Feature Film Competition also includes previously announced powerful 
works from the Arab world, With Hassan in Gaza, Once Upon a Time in Gaza, Khartoum 
and Cotton Queen.  

Sounds of Saudi brings together pioneering female rapper Jara; groundbreaking musician 
Asayel;and artist and producer DJ Mubarak, offering audiences a window into the Saudi 
music scene through performances that tackle universal themes of identity, resilience, and 
transformation. 

Jara is a trailblazing Saudi Arabian rapper blending modest fashion with rap music using a 
blend of languages to address topics like racism, gender roles, and mental health through 
lyrical messages; Asayel has carved out a unique and influential space for herself on the 
global stage with her distinctive fusion of rap, pop and R&B, drawing deeply from her cultural 
heritage and personal experiences; and a finalist in MDLBeast’s Xperform competition, DJ 
Mubarak’s innovative style bridges heritage and contemporary culture, both visually and 
socially.  

Taking place from 20–28 November 2025, Doha Film Festival (DFF) represents the bold next 
chapter in Doha Film Institute's mission to nurture regional talent and champion urgent and 
authentic stories in cinema.  

The festival will transform iconic locations across Doha, including Katara Cultural Village, 
Msheireb Downtown Doha, and the Museum of Islamic Art, into vibrant hubs of cultural 
exchange, bringing together filmmakers, storytellers, and audiences from every corner of the 
globe, to reaffirm art’s power to inspire, to unite, and to spotlight voices that deepen our 
shared understanding. 

Designed to reflect the diversity and ambition of the region through a wide selection of films, 
inspiring conversations and engaging events, DFF will provide a truly meaningful shared 
cultural experience in Doha. For more information, visit www.dohafilm.com. 
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